


Figure 1: School enrolment gender ratio (female to male) by province (%) 

 
Source: Afghan Ministry of Education (2009). Authors’ calculation. 
 
 



Figure 2: Trained teachers gender ratio (female to male) by province (%) 

 
Source: Afghan Ministry of Education (2009). Authors’ calculation. 
 



Figure 3: Schools with building ratio by province (%) 

 
Source: Afghan Ministry of Education (2009). Authors’ calculation. 



Figure 4: Teachers training gender ratio (female to male) by province (%) 

 
Source: Afghan Ministry of Education (2009). Authors’ calculation. 



Figure 5: Literacy rate according to disability and gender for children age 8-18 

 

Source: NDSA. Authors’ calculation. 
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Table 1: School Attendance in Afghanistan (age 7-18) 

Age and Gender 
Non-disabled 
N=961 (%) 

Children with Disabilities N= 
302 (%) 

P value 

7 to 14 years old 504 (65.4) 83 (36.1) P<0.001 
15 to 18 years old 56 (37.3) 22 (32.8) 0.524 
Male 7 to 18 years old 388 (68.3) 80 (48.5) P<0.001 
Female 7 to 18 years old 172 (43.2) 25 (15.2) P<0.001 
All 7 to 18 years old 560 (59.4) 105 (35.4) P<0.001 
Source: Author’s calculation from the NDSA 2005. Note: We consider access to some form of schooling, even if children went to 
school for a very limited period before dropping out. 



Table 2: Causes of disability among children (7-18) and access to school 

 Malul Mayub Other 
Cause 

N=15 (%) 

non-
disabled 

N=961 (%) 

 

 

War or 
violence 

N=20 (%) 
Accident 
N=33 (%) 

Disease/birth 
complication 
N=189 (%) 

Curse of God, 
Djin… 

N=48(%) 

 
P value 

Education 9 (45.0) 14 (42.4) 66 (34.9) 11 (22.9) 8 (53.3) 568 (59.1) P<0.001 
No education 11 (55.0) 19 (57.6) 123 (65.1) 37 (77.1) 7 (46. 7) 393 (40.9) 

Source: Author’s calculation from the NDSA 2005.. 



Table 3: Body Function or Activity Difficulty and School Exclusion, Primary Education 

Completion and Literacy Rate in Afghanistan 

Body function or activity 
No School  

N (%)* 

Finished 
primary  
N (%)¥ 

Secondary 
school  
N (%)¥ 

Literacy 
rate  

N (%)¥ 
Experienced seizures/epilepsy 59 (78.7) 2 (4.1) 2 (4.1) 9 (18.4) 
Learning new things easily† 19 (76.0) 3 (12.0) 2 (8.0) 4 (16.7) 
Talking to others 101 (75.9) 2 (3.2) 2 (3.2) 6 (9.7) 
Making yourself understood 90 (73.2) 4 (6.9) 3 (5.2) 5 (8.6) 
Feeling sad, crying for no particular reason 91 (72.2) 6 (8.1) 3 (4.1) 13 (17.6) 
Hearing 45 (71.4) 2 (5.4) 0 (0.0) 6 (16.2) 
Finding the way to express what you need 90 (70.9) 7 (11.5) 6 (9.8) 11 (18.0) 
Experienced violent behaviour regarding yourself  41 (70.7) 4 (11.1) 3 (8.3) 5 (13.9) 
Understanding when others are speaking 74 (70.5) 4 (8.0) 1 (2.0) 5 (10.0) 
Going to the toilet 60 (70.0) 7 (14.6) 4 (8.3) 15 (31.3) 
Fainting or passing out 65 (69.9) 4 (7.4) 3 (5.6) 10 (18.5) 
Concentrating on tasks† 13 (68.4) 5 (26.3) 4 (21.1) 5 (26.3) 
Experienced verbally violent behaviour towards 
another person without any reason 

 
50 (67.6) 5 (12.2) 

 
3 (7.3) 8 (19.5) 

Moving outside the house/go to the bazaar 155 (66.8) 13 (10.7) 8 (6.6) 35 (28.7) 
Remembering things 110 (66.7) 9 (11.0) 6 (7.3) 14 (17.1) 
Getting dressed 74 (66.1) 8 (13.3) 5 (8.3) 17 (28.3) 
Eating/drinking 27 (65.9) 3 (13.0) 2 (8.7) 7 (30.4) 
Feeling comfortable with people 75 (65.8) 4 (7.7) 3 5.8) 9 (17.3) 
Keeping calm, staying in one place 54 (63.5) 3 (8.3) 1 (2.8) 7 (19.4) 
Climbing steps 91 (62.7) 16 (19.0) 9 (10.7) 32 (38.1) 
Experienced physically violent behaviour towards 
another person without any reason 

 
32 (62.7) 7 (20.6) 

 
5 (14.7) 9 (26.5) 

Carrying heavy things 130 (62.5) 18 (15.9) 12 (10.6) 37 (32.7) 
Going out of the house because you feel scared 63 (62.4) 4 (7.7) 4 (7.7) 13 (25.0) 
Having repetitive, stereotyped body movements 39 (61.9) 4 (10.8) 3 (8.1) 11 (29.7) 
Bathing of ablution (before praying) 100 (60.6) 11 (15.1) 8 (11.0) 22 (30.1) 
Going out of the house because people look 44 (58.7) 6 (13.6) 6 (13.6) 12 (27.3) 
Seeing 19 (55.9) 4 (17.4) 3 (13.0) 7 (30.4) 
Preparing meals for yourself 151 (55.1) 12 (11.8) 3 (4.5) 31 (30.4) 
Moving around in the house 115 (53.7) 13 (16.7) 8 (10.3) 27 (34.6) 
Riding a bicycle or an animal 274 (53.3) 21(8.9) 14 (5.9) 80 (33.8) 
Working in the field 286 (51.6) 24 (10.2) 13 (5.5) 83 (35.2) 

Source: Author’s calculation from the NDSA 2005. Note: *Totals are for school-aged children only; children under 6 were not 
included in this analysis. ¥ For children aged 12 to 18. † Only for children aged 15-18 years old. 



Table 4: Binomial logistic estimates of access to school (age 7-18) 

 All children Children with Disabilities 
 Characteristics OR 95%CI OR 95%CI 
Gender (ref. male) 0.213*** 0.16-0.28 0.185*** 0.10-0.34 
Household head gender (ref. male) 0.786 0.41-1.49 0.816 0.16-3.94 

Ethnicity 
Tajik (ref. Pashto) 3.053*** 2.21-4.20 

 
3.238*** 

 
1.67-6.24 

Uzbek 3.245*** 1.95-5.38 4.454*** 1.67-11.8 
Hazara 2.225*** 1.31-3.75 3.604** 1.11-11.6 
Other minority ethnic group 1.901** 1.00-3.58 1.290 0.32-5.13 
Disability type 
Physical/mobility disability (ref. no disability) 0.435*** 0.27-0.69 

 
NA 

 
NA 

Sensory disability 0.186*** 0.10-0.32 NA NA 
Mental illness or learning disability 0.217*** 0.13-0.35 NA NA 

Wealth Status     
Poorest (ref. least poor) 0.340*** 0.21-0.55 0.370** 0.12-1.07 
Poorer 0.503*** 0.32-0.77 0.541 0.22-1.31 
Poor 0.575** 0.37-0.88 0.562 0.22-1.37 
Less poor 0.952 0.61-1.47 1.650 0.70-3.86 

Household head education level 
Primary education (ref. no education) 2.065*** 1.31-3.24 

 
3.554*** 

 
1.40-8.96 

Secondary education 2.117*** 1.51-2.96 1.521 0.79-2.90 
Settings (ref. major towns) 0.581** 0.37-0.88 0.570 0.24-1.30 
Existence of a school in the village (ref. no school) 1.887*** 1.38-2.56 0.921 0.47-1.78 

Source: NDSA. Note. Significant at the ***1% level (p =0.01), **5% level (p =0.05), *10% level (p= 0.10). 
Base choice is no access to school. NA: not applicable. The reference category is in brackets. 


