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mentally changing the allocation and distri-
bution of economic resources (read, income
and weahh).

Mevertheless, the planners for the event
expect Earth Summit to produce the means to
carry out this economic agenda on a world-
wide basis, The idea is to do 50 by making
available to developing countries the addi-
tional financial resources and environmentally
sound technologies they require 1o participate
fully in global environmental cooperation,

Where are those "additional financial re-
sources” and “environmentally sound tech-
nologies® going to come from? The answer
provided in the conference materials is clear:
from the nations that are already industrial-
ized. Not surprisingly, at the preliminary
planning sessions, the representatives of the
industrialized nations have objected to this
"blank check® approach. According to one
observer, the industrialized nations have seen
oo much foreign aid spent on military build-
ups rather than education, too many éxamples
of 'nnrrupt people [in certain Latin American
-mmm:'ﬁﬁl just pushing the money into their

Eﬂprmnm\rzs of developing nations,
however, respond that they will not agree o
take the necessary environmental actions until
the developed nations pledge in advance to
pay for them and to supply the needed tech-
nology (without compensation, to be sure),
According to Eanh Summit Secretary-Gen-
eral Strong, paying for the needed environ-
mental protection and related economic re-
forms will entail "a fundamental change in
our economic systems.” Thus, he expects the
Summit to move environmental issues “into
the center of economic policy and decision
making."™#

As we have seen in the rapid expansion of
costly domestic regulation, if a proposal
bears the environmental label, it is very dif-
ficult to oppose it. Moreover, if and when
voling occurs on these issues, the lssues will
not be settled, as they often were in the suc-

&

cessful alliance during the recent Gulf War,
by the member nations of the Security Coun-
cil, which is dominated by the major powers.
Rather, as is more typical at United Nations
meetings, each nation participates in the deci-
sion making. In that regard, the developing
nations (which category includes a pgrem
number of very small sovereign units) will
have an overwhelming advantage: St Kitt's
40,000 people have the same vole & France's
56 million; Antigua's 64,000, the same as the
United States” 250 million.

The developing nations will
have an overwhelming advantage
in deciding the outcome of
Earth Summit: 5t. Kirt's
40,000 people have the same
vore as France's 56 million;
Antigua's 64,000, the same
as the United States’

250 million,

We are also told that it is likely that Earth
Summit will agree to tap a variety of funding
sources 10 transfer income from the devel-
oped to the developing nations. Proposals al-
ready identified include the radical motion of
charging for the use of what is called the
“global commons.” Specific examples pro-
vided are staggering to anyone concerned
with freedom of international commerce: re-
quiring operators of airplanses and ships o
pay for the use of the atmosphere and the
peeans, for instance!

At least the planners of Earth Summit can-
not be accused of having a hidden agenda.
Their sweeping vision of where the largest-
conference-ever-held will lead is clearly re-
vealed in their literature. According to the
U.5. Citizens Network for Earth Summit, the
conference "must also attack poverty, indebt-
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edness, trade and aid, and induce all nations
o eémbrace the concept of ‘sustainable liv-
ing." All that is part of an effort "o exer-
cise responsibility for the planet as a whole,”
(See the appendix for a working draft of the
Earth Charter prepared by the U.S. Citizens
Wetwork on UNCED)

Many of the environmental assertions
in the UN materials on the
Earth Summit rest on a shaky

scientific foundarion.

One bias is evident throughout: the
downplaying of the need of the poor nations
10 develop their own economies. The lessons
recently furnished by the dramatic events in
Eastern Europe are totally ignored: govern-
ments do not provide the ability 10 develop
backward economies; modern high-tech en-
terprises do. The conference planners should
consider the environmental and economic
backdrop that will be provided by the slums
of Rio and the childrén wandering in the
streets. Developed, capitalistic nations, in
contrast, generale the resources to clean up
environmental pollution and we do so.

Thus, it iz sad to read the writings of the
Foverty and Affluence Working Group, a
non-governmental organization actively parti-
cipating in planning for Earth Summit (in the
UN procedures, designated "non-government-
al organizations can take part in official meet-
ings, including speaking and not just ob-
“r‘r]“sl}n

becausn they have oo
i i fluitopd o
muu mhhnr must focus on empower-

ment. UMCED must support the development

of policies, programmes and processes which

enable the poor to become powerful. 3

Thiz demagogic approsch stands in strik-
ing contrast to the methods used s0 success-

fully by Singapore, Taiwan, South Korea,
and other Azian rim countries in expanding
their economies and raising their living stan-
dards. Rather than trying to accumuolate
power in order o0 take wedlth from others,
their people have worked hard, saved and in-
vested, and created new wealth.

Scientific Shortcomings

Many of the assertions in the UN mate-
rials on the Earth Summit rest on a shaky
scientific foundation. For example, oil is de-
scribed as one of the fuels "which irre-
versibly damage the environment.” That un-
supported assertion runs counter o all the
experience with oil spills around the world;
nature typically reassents itself, soonér or
later. Also, the UN materials state as fact
that global warming problems “grew more
serious” since 1987, whereas scientific ex-
perts disagree among themselves,

We are also told that the charter may en-
compass the “precautionary principle,” defin-
ed a5 a commitment 1o act (0 prevent wWorsen-
ing environmental conditions before all the
scientific proof Is available. Along these
lines, a convention (in UN parlance, that is
not a meeting, but a binding international
agreement) on global warming is high on the
agenda of the Eanh Summit. The -
tionary principle is being advanced along
with proposals for "institutional changes® o
strengthen the existing UN Environment Pro-
gram and other UN agencies. A major ele-
ment of these instinutional changes would be
giving these international crganizations new
enforcement powers.

On other occasions, the UN's preparatory
materials border on simple-minded propa-
ganda. In pushing for renewable forms of
energy, the UN staff writes that “equipment
to harness such energy, once made available
to the consumer, can last for years,"® That
may sound impressive at first blush, but there
is nothing special about that. Equipment for
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non-rencwahle energy sources lasts for
decades, Key considerations, ignored by the
conference planners, are the relative costs of
the two alternatives as well as the hazards in-

volved in operating the different equipment.

The Sustainable-
Development Illusion

Much of the preparatory material for
Earth Summit deals with the relationship
between economic development and envi-
ronmental impact, and especially the notion
of “unsustainable” patterns of consumption.
Yet, there is nothing to indicate why a given
pattern of consumption is “unsustainahle.”

The ignorance of economic history
as well as of basic economic
analysis pervades explanatory
materials issued by the
Earth Summit planners.

Specifically, litle if any atention is given
to the role of economics, and especially of
the price system, in allocating resources and
in avoiding resource depletion. The confer-
ence planners seem obliviouzs to the adjust-
ment process that has successfully worked
over the centuries. As specific resources be-
came relatively scarce, their prices rose
sharply; enterprises were thereby encouraged
to develop alternatives and consumers shifted
the pattern of their purchases. The succes-
sive — and successful — movements from
whale oil 0 kerosene to modern means of il-
lumination were accomplished without a
panoply of governmenial powers and intera-
gency directives, The marketplace produced
the economic incenlives to avoid resource
"depletion.” That favorable experience
surely runs counter to the many failed gov-

ernmentzl efforts to “conserve® or “produce”

The ignorance of economic history as well
as of basic economic analysis pervades ex-
planatory materials issued by the Earth Sum-
mit planners. The key reason offered for re-
quiring the industrialized countries to pay for
the environmental cleanup in the developing
nations is that supposedly the developed
economies have bepefited from "the un-
fettered use of the earth’s natural resources.”
This theme s repeated so frequently in the
UN publications that it virtually becomes
gospel, However, all this ignores the fact
that private ownership of key resources
(ranging from forests to petroleum) has en-
couraged the owners 0 avoid wasting those
resources and to attempt to use them in thelr
most valuable capacity. The price system,
the planners forget, is a far more effective
allocator of scarce resources than the dictates
and practices of politicized decision making.

Moreover, the Earth Summit planners,
like s0 many other governmental officials,
overlook the shortcomings in their own back-
yard. For example, Secretary-General Mau-
rice Strong focuses virtually exclusively on
“business and industry,” especially in the de-
veloped nations, as the primary polluters of
the environment. He simply ignores the vast
amounts of environmental damage caused by
government agencies at all levels as well as
by other sectors of the private economy, in-
cluding agriculture and consumers, in devel-
oping as well as developed economies.

Carrying out
Earth Summit Decisions

Agenda 21 will not be fegally binding.
Yet, the UN staff goes on to note that "it is
expected” that governments adopting it will
be highly commitited to its Implementation.
The cast of tens of thousands — and the re-
sulting media coverage — will surely be in-



I.Emld:ung o political leaders. The expe-
rience with other “voluntary® UN position
statements is enlightening. Although the
Waorld Health ﬂri:mimin:m‘: guidelines on
the marketing of infant formula technically
were nol compulsory, a worldwide boycott
and pressures from religious and consumer
activists forced Nestle and other manufac-
turers 1o comply with the WHO guidelines.

As environmental economist Gordon
Brady has noted, the term “international
agreement” has been corrupted to mean much
more than formal treaty agreements legiti-
mated by majority rule decisions of member
governments. In the UN, those "agresments®
often are based on commitiee rec-
ommendations and interim scientific repons
'I'.I'I'Iiéﬂl have neither final nor peer ceview sia-
tus,

The Earth Summit planners envision
creating a super agency known as the Sus-
tainable Development Commission, o which
all UN bodies, agencies, programs, and Con-
vention Secretariat would be accountable,
Surprisingly, little attention is given in the
available write-up to the operation of such an
wnusual organization.®

We are also informed that "institutional
arrangements” are needed w improve the
UN’s ability to respond to emergencies such
as Bhopal and the Valdez oil spill which, we
are told, are likely to occur more frequently
in the future. No reason is given for that
forecast and no mention 5 made of the
responsibility of individual, sovereign na-
tions, The Big Brother attiude of the con-
ference and its Secretary-General is hardly
veiled. As he states the matter, "We need to
hold governments accountable and they need
to be told what we want."?

Logistical Concerns

Security i likely to be one of the key
problems facing the people who will be con-

10

ducting Earth Summit proceedings. Re-
portedly, 60 percent of the budget will be de-
voted 1o security. Logistical arrangements
will be a related challenge, Only 12,000
suitable hotel rooms are estimated to be
available and embassies are already battling
over who stays at the Sheraton and who gets
the Crazy Love Motel,

The greens have vetoed the installation of
air-conditioning in the conference because the
equipment emits CFCs. An “authentic® In-
dian village is being built for the Indigenous
People's Conference, an event related to
Earth Summit. However, the Indians appar-
ently do not desire to stay in the grass huts
being built for them, but want the same mod-
ern hotel rooms accorded to the other partici-
pants.

When Earth Summir is all over,
the UN agencies will have achieved
a substanrial accretion aof

power over economic activiry.

The normally sympathetic associate editor
of Earthwatch, Burkhard Bilger, warns of
“the self-serving mobs at the Earth Sum-
mit.”1® Activist organizations hope 1w gather
women from the Rio slums to surround the
conference hall and bang cooking pots and
pans. Supposedly, that cacophony will rep-
resent the “reality” that governmental dele-
gates should respond 1o in their deliberations.

Conclusion

There is one forecast that can be made on
the basis of the experience with earlier UN
efforts to develop grandiose schemes for
controlling the economies of the member na-
tions — such as Law of the Sea Treaty,
Shipping Conventions, the Moon Treaty, and
Consumer Product Guidelines. The dust will
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