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INTRODUCTION 

This thesis is concerned with the issues of social 

injustice and suffering and how they might be overcome through 

social change. 

The intent is to examine critically the role of urban 

planning within contemporary society. So that this may be 

accomplished effectively, the inquiry is not as much concerned 

with the fundamentals of planning proper, as it is an attempt 

to understand the processes particular to the social order, 

with special scrutiny to the relationship between science, 

technology, and the economic system. This focus of study is 

necessary in order to become more acquainted with the nature 

of the institutional or der, within which the institution of 

planning exists and through which it manifests its general 

form and province. 

The thesis addresses the phenomenon of centralization 

and bureaucratization. It argues that the centralization of 

authority and decision-making power enveloping society today 

has fostered a situation whereby planners most often reflect 

the prescriptions and interests of the central decision-makers 

of governments and business, such that citizen participation 

in the process of decision-making is negligible. Consequently 
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a form of social exclusion is taking place whereby people are 

divorced from the formulation of social policy. Planners per

petuate this exclusion and thus perpetuate social injustice. 

Urban planning certainly is not the only institution 

manifesting exclusionary policy and social injustice. This 

takes on greater meaning, when it is realized that planning, 

as well as other societal disciplines, are functioning entities 

physically separate from the structures of centralization. 

That is, central policy-makers do not govern directly, and for 

the most part, they do not have a direct hand in the operation 

of planning. Thus the question must be asked, how is it that 

planners perform functions which prove to be congenial with 

central interests? �fter all, the centers of control cannot 

simply dictate orders or direct commands to disciplines, for 

such tactics to mobilize action are much too visible and im

personal. Thus, it is in the best interests of the power 

structure to have social factions perform in ways which will

ingly support the institutions and policies of the social sys

tem. It is in this way that society as a structural ordering 

of institutions manifesting and supporting centralization is 

produced and reproduced through normal systemic processes. 

Through appropriate education and socialization, people of 

social disciplines develop expert skills, and generate a 

loyalty to the social system, thereby crediting the status quo 

and the structure of dominance imbedded within it. Thus the 

problem of social injustice and inequity is due to a systemic 

structuralization: the system as a totality. Social injustice 
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